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SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 





The amount of funds chargeable to the Treasurer 


for the year ending February 28, 1860, is $12768 14 
To balance in Treasury Feb. 26, 1859......... 1814 24 
balance of highway tax:...i.é5c6ces2006.. 1035 90 

resident list of State, County,Town, and School 

PED Oe deve yc aes se Vea Vews inl aie eine, « 2711 89 
Boreresid ene lish C0... <'ie deltas «sa maee oe 373 34 
= (oo: Of IPM Way ose << La memeae ¢ 185 38 
resident “i © 6 lec wKale: <0 amMMass hata 1352 82 
list of school house tax District No, 8...... 247 59 
received from State literary fund........... 153 16 
County for support of paupers 266 34 
State railroad tax... ........ 164 43 
for use of Town house....... 1 00 
tax from D. B. McClary...... 1 82 
interest on Page note........ 42 66 
6e Surplus revenue fund 199 97 
ss Literary fund..... 48 25 
principal of surplus revenue fund........... 3348 00 
xs hiterary fund. 20.. 230k <6 821 39 





$i2768 i4 


The amount of expenditures for the year ending 


Baty Sere iat Bield le eed ale’s viata the wiatale’e &6044 50 
By paid outstanding orders of 1858-9.......... 1405 81 
resident highway tax of oe Clee. Paras a 996 68 
Schools andplnstitute: 5 sy) hs v0 dees o's cies 1306 00 
BMIRMET CISTIOUN ea G rede des Lk ese Ow eald ee 6 da 237 00 
State and County tax... 2... cece eee ween 1233 47 
Highways and bridges... 2... scceecceceees 130 19 
Resident highway tax in labor....... 2.2... 408 19 
Non-resident ** ‘ Bhd RP, See area sae 79 26 
Winter rondds es vee siete. betwee ate 108 77 
AUacoments On liste.2 6). vy. 5 ged de aes 114 50 


Watering trough... .%0. sec tee vig abate’ siete 3 00 
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Town note, and interest on orders and notes.. 424 65 





LAWS c's a cielo e's ops ov eRN See bsress bens 92 50 
Town OfffCers......ccccccscesevcesssccenae 285 92 
Incidental expenses...e.sceccecesscssceres 78 67 
Pauper eXpenseS....cceesesesscevee: ho als 768 29 
7672 85 
Outstanding orders of 1859-60........-..-. 1628 35 
Principal of surplus revenue fund.......... 3348 00 
33 literary fund... .2 006 0ses ees sve 821 39 
‘Balance of account........-. Dias Bits ihab 1609 62 
ie highway taX...s.sseoe snipe ee 944 63 





DISBURSEMENTS. 


SCHOOLS AND INSTITUTE. 


Paid School District No. 1... ... Te Seah te 183 12 
do do Discs MOE TR Nays ors 170 59 

do do SPY one ores. 84 57 

do do | GARR. PAN AM oft Abie ap 116 07 

do do Bidets Meters cinta ba ee ee 122 83 

‘ do do Gis! ss Brereton ets we be: 66 34 
do do ’ (RAE LAE E LS yo Ne 167 51 

do do Sits s eee ts ee eet 175 36 

do do OES ''. Unies tae eee kit 99 64 

do VP TE OSS. 6 Aa Aa gh 27 10 

do Cy OPW, \ chs Mt a wlan Sate Cake 
Rockingham Co. Teacher’s Institute........ 20 12 


SCHOOL DISTRICT. 
Paid Building Committee in District No. 8..... 237 00 





STATE AND COUNTY TAX. 


Paid State Treasurer......., Trey Teer 302 10 
County Treasurer........... ER, Oe 881 37 








$6044 50 


6723 64 





912768 14 


$1306 00 


$237 00 


$1233 47 
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HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 








Paid Nathan Burnham for plank.............+. 1 89 
Charles Adams, labor on Adams road....... 3 715 
Horace Adams o one oe x 3 75 
Jonathan Savory <‘ oF OPE cu tee ee 10 50 
Jonathan Savory ‘* on Stimpson road.... 37 57 
Charles Adams =“ Sy Fs be ae 12 50 
Horace Adams is a Se 12 50 
Samuel Crowell, Jr., for plank........... 2 3 36 
Wm. Gregg, for timber and plank, Anderson s 
MEMO AG, od lel dad claw tated hdres oars 14 32 
John Annis, 2d, repair on bridge.......... 2 00 
Bela Kendall, stone for bridge......... ... 1 50 
D. R. Leach, for cutting down a hill easterly 
of his house... ;...«. Sanaa sae sic stoie/a. ak 26 55 
$130 
HIGHWAYS. 
Paid resident Highway tax for 1858............ 996 63 
; GING 6: 
a a it LROO &.. cc Ale oa 408 19 


$408 





NON-RESIDENT HIGHWAY TAX IN LABOR. 
Paid highway receipts for 1859...s.seeeeseeee ‘ 42) 26 





WINTER ROADS. 


MDE. My TIOUPO dun sltataltiduicsio wetuslie es aus 13 90 
SE VU ILLCING wok cere sfc swine aie « ait ahee te 10 80 
BP ETY TATUNG (aca so G0) 0 0 ath Pe ate oe stela atv 6 00 
SMMMIPOI ANIA. , sv eldav es tse JEue seas ts 3 25 
BL. Pi Annise ae. LESTE OR EE > PEE 1 60 
MIR PAATIOVOROUS sa, 4c ¢ciee chee Lah code ve 1 20 
ME FLAGS ss 00's ware eteanece obi aide FANE « 3c 5 60 
PPETRONGaMith  . 2.2. sede hick eeacken 8 00 
Se tM URE Kise din had aed wx HaviBdecsdude 14 80 
DDO) ATT Ey, sy sce vine (wba Bes CSU UYS 5 75d 
Walter Boyae rs. yiau ssbb rele ian sb aou ks 5 00 
IGEN TAHTLOHS 5 od siete warerercte Pata oo AM ake ot aiehatala 5 60 
Charlo. Moung.. ja.csacdees sane dae eas 470. 





JON AUNise wis cee ae ies ee > Meee a 4 70 
eC MAUIOLOAGE site ues 5) «MEE swine su ph S/eib 5 72 
Matthew Holmes.. .......- th Gr ete es Leo. 
Joseph \HICKEY. 2. vee awevaweare siopmen 3 00 
VE FA EOE. s she pice ss ate ER oes cee PORE 1 40 
DC MACRODS haute sss On a ee se ee 3 50 
DIADICL WP VIEN chic sb db cteeanie & Bicce pees 26s 3 05 
ABATEMENTS. 

Paid M. Henry Holmes, on list 1856-7.......... 10 49 
Li, t.. Nesmiiimiog dist Or (Loaaas oepes oe ges 36.72. 
“ 6s 6 LBDO Ts wd &¥ romans 32 47 
L. H. Nesmith on highway lists 1858....... 16 91 
cs Cae tAX ON CO WIPE sa > Wika seed 18 85 
ee ‘¢ taxof Mary J. Goodwin...... 5 06 





WATERING TROUGH. 


Paid Thomagwatterson <<... <i’: divs daniels «adem 4 3 00 





TOWN NOTE AND INTEREST. 


Paid John Gilcreast principal and interest... 255 43 








Treasurer interest on revenue fund notes.... 98 18 
IF. D. Anderson, interest.on Parish note.... 8 40 
_ §.C. Barker interest on Town orders to March 
27. 1SO0 Fe vats es sp »\> Hanes PAN SF a 49 08 
LH. Nesmith on orders. seu vais sv eene 6 56 
Treasurer, order drawn 1857........e.00-. 7 00 
LAWSUIT. 

Paid Sawyer & Stevens........ “ap Sewml wipise Laue 15 00 
Dany MN CeOLLY AES Se 454s. sei as hick ae 77 50 

~ TOWN, OFFICERS. 

Paid Calvin Boyd, MOQOTEIOFE E+ Mh bubt onc pe pie 4 00 
DAR. Leach; Selebtoan sy. . susie 6:0 sig able snl 4 70 
Matthew Holmes....... aa, ; Aaland »belbiaus ay 6 72 
BOP SWE? Ab bee teen - cree ce tke Olek 4 13 
L. H. Nesmith, Collector of taxes.......... 50 00 

\ 


$108 77 


#114 50 


$3 00 


$424 65 


T 





M. H. Holmes, Town Clerk.......sseceess 17 00 
John Dickey, Supt. School Com............ 21 00 
R. C. Mack iy - (> -7eE . eeaan 17. 00 
W. J. Campbell........... rere keer 15 00 
Montgomery Dickey, Treasurer..........+. 15 00 
Jonathan Savory, select clerk.....seeeeeees 10 00 
: ie a Selectman....... oA ites 52 53 
John N. Anderson, OUTS au J Solar Peeve 31 74 
TipmCdrite Watts... vccreccatesc cas ere 33 56s 
RMA MERORS A UCICON. «visu did's «ane omnes «oft 1 18 
Pnomes Vattorson ©. 0.) ence ee cee eee we : Hy ESLS 
Reed P. Clark, Coe Fen Pe ey Saree. 1 18 
$285 92 


INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 


Paid Charles E. Lane, insurance..........es.:- 3 58 
Fisk & Gage, printing town reports........ 20 25 
John N. Andergon, Col. County P. Money... 7 00 
Geo. A. French, insuring Town house...... 13 25 
B. D. Leighton, copy of Parker Deed...... 1 00 
J. Savory, time and expense to Unity and 

Claremont on pauper business......... 13 00 
B. F. Garvin, conveying Mrs. Richardson from 

depot to Almshouse.........ceececees 1 00 
A. W. Mack, post for guide-board ......... 1 50 
M- Holmes, express: bills .i.6/f. 0. aes eeae.s 50 
B. F. Whorf, settling Byer bill at pein 

Tetra ts o's 5 Se aian ga denice h aaemee es ¢+ op 2 00 
for Collector’s Book, S. H. lists, stationery 

RUC IG cies a's cy Cait aie ole slate eitace ‘ 2 34 


J. Savory, procuring order of notiee font 





Judge of Probate vs. W. Pettingill..... 4 00 
Or mes DellseGansel so ..c 2 oo os Site «ac 5 00 
Wood for Town house............. raieaiet ale « 1 00 
John Shipley, care of hearse &c........... 1 26 
R. C. Mack, care of town house and repairs. 2 00 
$78 67 
Paid outsanding orders drawn 1858-9....3.. .. $1405 81 


JONATHAN ‘SAVORY, 
JOHN N. ANDERSON, SELECTMEN. 
HORACE P. WATTS 
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REPORT OF THE OVERSEERS OF THE POOR. 


TOWN FARM AND PAUPERS. 


Paid salary of Superintendent......... “ehh Ses 275 00 
Perkins & Dickey for wood.......... «. a. 6=©6. 8 00 
Wm. J. Campbell, medical attendance on J. 

Abbattiss <=. .....-. Wiest aGesn uses 6 00 





TOWN PAUPERS NOT AT ALMSHOUSE. 
Paid Town of Claremont fgr John Richardson 
family prior to the first of March, 1860. 84 71 


town of Chester for Amos Rolf.. ........ 5 10 00 
Dr.J. B. Whittemore: 6 fs es iene aa 22 00 
town of Unity for Crossman children....... 21 98 
town of Claremont for John Richardson fam- 

ily to March 1, 1860....... Tt Sto oes 52 00 
Hepzibah Richardson for Henry Richardson 31 20 
city of Manchester, Wm. E. Robinson...... 7 29 
for Mary. Parkers: .. =... 5 Fe. a. Ge au 129 65 


Mary J. Goodwin for Amos Goodwin....... 31 20 





COUNTY POOR NOT AT ALMSHOUSE. 
Paid Washington Colby, epplics for S. Baneroft 52 23 


Wim. Anderson or 22 72 
Wm. J. Campbell to W. H. Martin........ 4 00 
Washington Colby,supplies ‘* ........ & 39 





$296 00 


$389 99 


$82 30 


LonDoNDERRY, Feb. 28, 1860. 
The undersigned, auditors of the town of Londonderry for the year 
ending Feb. 28, 1860, have examined the accounts of the Selectmen, and 
find the same methodically kept, correctly cast and properly vouched. 


ROBERT MACK, 
: REED P. CLARK. 


THOMAS PATTERSON, } Avomons 
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ALMSHOUSE REPORT. 


INVOICE OF STOCK AND PRODUCH, FEBRUARY 27, 1860. 


10 tons No. Lhay..... 16000 40 Ibs. Beef......... 2 40 
BO NS ss 56 00 40. ‘* > Candles... .. 5 60 
Corn fodder..... Foe 4 00 95) ‘*, Batiewers. ... 20 90 
lL iorsas:. 2's. Pemeat 70 00 AVY. “ear Fiard a2 s<~ 2 4 5 00 
2 Oxen..... AP Pe 130,00. ..35., (Fishi2 2px 1 20 
3 Cows...... Eee 90 00 diva ff guaaaee:s SEC. 1 60 
10 TU egy 50 00 6 ** Saleratus.... 42 
MREMOOIS Se ace de Pecks 90 00 ea a LOR Ses es a 2 ets 1 00 
A A oe deie, SaLUd 34) '4s Coffee... | 36 

29 bush. Corn......... 25 00 10}95*: Tobacco .’. 3. 1 00 

| OURRS ¢ "Ss Saget 10 60 Spices, &c.... 75 
te“ . Beanss2i se. 4 3 00 oY bbls Flour: "7.5: 7 00 
SS jo eanee 5... 6 3 00 Set  LGier ioe. Fs 9 00 

EE $a Potatiies ! cc... 68 00 eb, if! Apples te a 11 25 

40 ‘“ Rutabagas.... 12 00 De reer aet 3 75 

oe Measles... iS. 3 00 66 Gal. Vinegar.... 11 00 


250 Ibs. No.1 Pork.... 31 25 3 “© Molasses... 1 00 
20 se eZ LL: -22:00* “50° lbs. Dried Apple. 5.00 








$948 48 
ALMSHOUSE IN ACCOUNT WITH THE TOWN. 
PtP ee Bate St LOO0. oso ooo 6 co bmamige o aos 909 86 
Paid Superintendent’s salary..... Ao. ae 275 00 
‘Perkins & Dickey for wood........... 15 00 
———— $1199 86 
Cr. 
By invoice) Feb: 27; 1860.05.00. sseev sew ce: 948 48 
rec’d from County for paupers at Almshouse 184 49 
Gerold omen UOURHGE So. ny eden wn sa Maes tee 28 00 
Wood Ohh ah cee Cee OA) MES oP ee 15 00 
Building 19 rods of wall............-..00- 14 25 
MME LINE a calls « 6 ae" nsicia «Sas dkiet aa «ys 20 00 
$1210 22 
Erm RWOR ORIEN <2 ='s oc os dive. « HE, oeeas $10 36 


JOHN N. ANDERSON, of 


JONATHAN SAVORY, Overseers 
HORACE P. WATTS. the Poor. 
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LIQUOR AGENCY REPORT. 


Lonponperry, Feb. 29, 1869. 
TOWN OF LONDONDERRY, TO ARLEY PLUMER, Dr. 

















to services as Liquor Agent........ eects : 65 00 
to liquor bought for town...........e0- sey CLOG 
| $378 00 
Cr. 
By.cash pec\djor Liquor: ;'...... eek eau 6 -.. 320 00 
liquors on hand..... os ect SMM Ue ile ce & sey) 00 OO 
$378 00 
ARLEY PLUMER, Agent. 
- TOWN OF LONDONDERRY, . Dr. 
to West Parish note dated Sept. 1, 1853, inter 
est paid to Sept. 1, 1859.......... -ne0s 140 00 
Samuel C. Barker’s town order, interest paid 
to, March'27, 1060. o.*c20.8% ; Bis ie eatery 300 00 
outstanding orders of 1858-9..........60.. 453 30 
a a 1859-60. ose ey os ».. 1628 35 
| — $2521 65 
Cr. 
By balance in Treasury, Feb. 28, 1860......... 1609 62 
; a $1609 62 
BIO a eds xine sc +, MENON Gis’ s pete eB 912 08 
Town house and Auburn road notes... .... 1619 69 
AMOUNE O16 CGDU,. . ieee eae Be ee $2531 72 


JOHN N. ANDERSON, 0 


JONATHAN SAVORY, Selectmen 
Londonderry. 


REPORT. 


The Superintending School Ceshnibiws tespectally submit the 
following report :— 


DISTRICT NO. ONE 


Summer Term.—Miss Sarah Hovey teacher. Miss Hovey labor- 
ed with diligence, yet under some discouragements. She had, but 
the winter before, been a scholar in the same school and this being 
her first attempt at teaching, it could hardly be expected that good 
order could be maintained and the usual perplexities of the School- 
room overcome with as much ease and judgment as by one who had 
spent a life time in teaching. Notwithstanding all drawbacks, sev- 
eral of the recitations at the examination were excellent, among 
them, a class in History and one in written Arithmetic. 

The Register of the school was kept in a proper manner. So 
many of our Registers are returned with defects on every page, that 
the Committee are disposed to give credit where credit is due. 

Miss Hovey says in her remarks: “The term has been somewhat 

' longer than usual and the latter part has been considerably smaller 
than at the commencement. Some of the younger classes have not 
gone as far in their text books as they have in terms past, yet I 
think they have a fair understanding of what they have gone over.’ 

Killa Sanborn a little gir) of six years was neither absent nor tardy 
during the term of 82 days. 

Winter Terw.--Mr.J. M. Whitaker of Dartmouth College,teacher. 

_ The Prudential Committee of this district was fortunate in securing 

«the services of Mr. W. A school as large as this with limited ac- 
commodations, requires a teacher of more than ordinary ability. 
He should know how to keep order as a first requisite, and he should 
know how to despatch business. 

With these qualifications and many more, Mr. Whitaker’s labors 
were highly successful. The exercises at the examination were of a 
high order. There was no failure in any of the recitations. All 
the classes exhibited thorough training. The Committee have no 
hesitation in saying that the first class in reading was the best train- 
ed class in town. Ina school of such decided merit, it is a matter 
of regret, that no more attention had been paid to the important 
branch of writing. It is proper to state that the operations of this 
school were somewhat retarded by the illness of many of th2 pupils. 

Frank P. Sanborn, Stephen G. Esty, Mary G. Sanborn, Lizzie F. 
Sanborn, and Susan Sanborn were neither absent nor tardy. 


ft 
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DISTRICT NO. TWO. 


The Summer term was taught by Miss Laura F. Marden of Wind- 
ham, She taught this school last year, winning the love and res- 
pect of her pupils, by the mildness and firmness of her manner. At 
each visit of the Committee, they were gratified to observe on the 
part of the pupils, that cheerful and ready compliance with the rules 
of the school and that respectful deportment toward their teacher, 
which are essential elements in a well ordered school. It was sin- 
cerely regretted by the district and the Committee, that the school 
came toa premature close from the illness of the teacher. It is 
thought the classes had made good progress in each of their respect- 
tive studies. 

Winter Term. Mr. Adin L. Steere, of Burrillville, R. I., teach- 
er. This was Mr. Steere’s first experience in teaching, and as he 
ig quite young, fears were entertained that he might fail in order, 
but with a maturity of judgment, much beyond his years, he put 
the school under good discipline and maintained it to its close. 
With perhaps one exception, the order of this school was the best in 
town, No. 1 and 2 ranking highest in this respect. The Com- 
mittee were happy to notice that the scholars were always attentive 
to study and respectful in their manner towards their teacher ; while 
all the classes in the various branches made good progress, the at- 
tention that was paid to penmanship deserves especial notice. The 
Committee can say, with truth, that much greater improvement was 
made in this usually neglected branch, than in any other school in 
town. 

The school house in this district, has been tottering with age for 
several years, and its utter destitution of comfort and warmth has, 
without doubt added greatly to the large percentage of tardiness rei ; 
corded during the past winter. The citizens of the district have just 
purchased and paid for a beautiful tract of land for a building spot, 
and it is expected that after taking breath a sufficient length of 
time, they will erect a new and commodious house and put the pre- 
sent thing out of misery. 


DISTRICT NO. THREE. 


Summer Trerm.—Miss Mary F. Cummings, teacher. Miss C. took 
much interest in the welfare of the pupils under her charge and as 
the result of this, a good degree of improvementwas made. At the 
close of the school, it was apparent that the smaller classes had not 
been neglected. ‘The order of the school was good and the recita- 
tions creditable. The room was very prettily trimmed and looked 
as well as such a melancholly old thing could look. 


a 
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Christopher N. Holmes, William L. Gregg, Martha M. Scully, 
Mary J. Holmes, Frances A. Goodwin and A. M. Scully were neith- 
er absent nor tardy. 

Winter Term.—Kibmall D. Sargent, teacher. In a short term 
of eight weeks, Mr. Sargent accomplished as much as could reason- 
ably be expected. At the first visit of the Committee, the order 
was not quite as good as the interests of the schoo] required, but much 
improvement was subsequently noticed in this respect. Itis proper - 
to say that the school had been in operation but two days when first 
visited. About a dozen of the citizens were present at the close of 
the school. 

John Blood, John C. Scully and Christopher N. Holmes were nei- 
ther absent nor tardy. 


DISTRICT NO. FOUR. 


The Summer Term was taught by Miss Zoe A. Hills, of Wind- 
ham. The Committee found here, nearly everything which con- 
tributes to a good school—good order, strong voices, constant atten- 
tion and prompt recitations. The teacher possessed large experi- 
ence, tact and energy. She understood and loved her duties and 
was faithful in their performance. 

There were more than the usual number of good readers, some 
excellent ones in this school, although as a general thing, they read 
quite fast, and should be checked somewhat. It would not be too 
much to say that at the examination, classes in each branch, had 
made marked improvement, and in no one, was there a shadow of a 
failure. 

The teacher remarks in her Register, as follows: “I feel grateful 

the parents of the district for their kind co-operation with me dur- 

g the past term, which has rendered the school much more easy 
and pleasant than it otherwise could have been.” | 

The Winter Term was taught by Mr. R. C. Boutwelle who dis- 
charged his duties with a good degree of interest and succeeded in 
keeping an orderly school. Compared to its numbers, this school 
excels in Arithmetic, the most of those in town and comes fully up 
to the average in Geography. ‘There was one good class in English 
Grammar well advanced, still we must be permitted to say, as in 
former years, there was not quite as much interest exhibited in that 
branch as would seem to be commensurate with the capacities of the 
scholars. All things considered, however, this continues to be one 
of our best schools. 

Mary I’. March and Albert H. March during both terms, and 
Frank Haywood,during the Winter, were neither absent nor tardy. 
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DISTRICT NO. FIVE. 


Summer Trrm.—Miss Alma J. Farnham, of Concord, teacher, 
Kvidently, Miss Farnam did not hold threatening language and 
wholesale flogging to constitute a regular daily exercise, best suited 
to preserve order and decorum in the school-room. Her measures 


were mild, accompanied with precept and example. Amiable in . 


character, affable in her manners and winning in her address, she 
accomplished much more in her quiet, modest and systematic way, 
than many would have done with more apparent determination and 
sternness and a more severe application of the rod. The school gave 
a good account of itself at the close. Penmanship had not been neg- 
lected. Some neat specimens were shown. ,A class in English 
Grammar had made good improvément, and a class in the Fourth 
Reader surpassed in accuracy and distinctness, any other we remem- 
to have heard in our summer schools. 

Abby FE. Greeley, Ellen F. Frost, Francella Kendall and Rachel 
H. Whittier were neither absent nor tardy. 

The teacher very justly remarks in her Register, that “ the greats 
est obstacle to improvement has been irregularity of attendance, A 
greater degree of interest must be awakened before the school can 


attain a high rank of scholarship..” 
DISTRICT NO. SIX. 


Both terms of this school were taught by Miss Esther M. Gooa- 
win. Miss G, is a teacher of some experience and in this school, 
has proved herself a successful one. Her discipline was mild and 
pleasant, but efficient. The school, though small, is a good one, 


and having been very judiciously managed for the two last Kon 


will compare favorably with any school in town. Although n¢ 
branch had been neglected, Colburn’s Arithmetic had received es- 
pecial attention, and at the examination, there was not a problem in 
the book that the class could not solve. The class in Penmanship, 
for the neatness of their books, (as no “ odious blots” were seen,) de- 
serves much praise. 

Ida J. Mullins, Ella S. Mullins and Frank P, Marsh in both 
summer and_winter, and Mary Ellen Corning, Frank H. Watts, 
William H. Vickery, Norton EH. Mullins, Horace 0. Boyce, Henry 
E. Hall and Joseph L. Goodwin in the winter term, are reported as 
not absent one day during the winter term of fourteen weeks, 


% 
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DISTRICT NO. SEVEN. 


Teacher, Miss Mary J. Reid. This school also had one teacher, 
through the summer and winter terms, The examination of the 
school at the close of the summer term, convinced the Committee, 
that Miss Reid had been diligent in the performance of her whole 
duty to the pupils in her charge, by the manifest improvement of 
the scholars in the several branches taught. ‘The stillness of the 
school at the examination, demonstrated that the order was all that 
could be desired, and no one who was there at that time will hardly 
question that thé following 26 scholars reported by the teacher had 
not whispered during the term : Georgianna Spinney, Josephine 
Flanders, Clara Flanders, Julia Spinney, Mary Barker, Laura Fur- 
ber, Anna Pettingill, Hmma Poor, Ellen Spinney, Laura Rowell, 
Hattie Foster, Hlla Smith,’ Elvira Page, Clara Rowell, David Bar- 
ker, Lewis Furber, Herbert Foster, Oscar Furber, Frank Furber, 
Clarence Garvin, George Pettingill, Irving Page, William Page, 


‘Irving Rowell, Moses Sawyer and Eugene Spinnney. 


Clara Rowell, Laura Furber, Anna Pettingill, O8ear Furber, 
Emery Chase and George Pettingill were neither absent nor taxdy. 

The winter term isin session at the time of writing this report, 
and it is hoped the school may terminate acceptably to the district. 
George Pettingill, Oscar Furber and Lewis Furber are reported as 
not being absent nor tardy up to the present time, and Hattie Fos- 
ter, Laura Furber, Mary Barker, Henry Young, Frank Furber, 
Oscar Furber, David Barker, Irving Page and Rachel Young, as 
not having whispered. 


DISTRICT NO. EIGHT. 


Summer Tzarm.—Miss Mary W. Griffin, teacher. This was Miss 
G.’s second term in the same school. It will be seen that there was 
a considerably larger average attendance here than in any other 
summer school in town. The #hool was more advanced; contained 
a larger number of classes and more text-books in the higher 
branches. The exercises ranged from the A. B. C. of the alphabet 
to the higher mathematics. Of course it will be admitted that the 
labors ofa teacher in such a school, in order to meet the wants of 
all classes, ages, grades and conditions, must be extremely arduous 
and incessant. But shrinking from no task, and possessing unri- 
valled skill in imparting instruction, much, even, not contained in 


text-books, aided by the conveniences of an excellent school-room, 


Miss Griffin did not fail to do justice to each and every class, and 
accomplish an unusual amount of permanent good. 
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The teacher says in her report: “That cardinal virtue punctuali- 
ty has been cultivated during the past term by several members of 
the school. Augusta W. Blodgett, Celestia Blodgett, Olara J. Bar- 
ker, Mary A. Barker, Mary E. Hamlet, Francena McGregor, Har- 
rieét McGregor, Hannah Morse, Josie Noyes, Martha Noyes, Alice 
M. Whidden, Frank J. Boyce, George Noyes, James M. Noyes (3 
years of age) and D. Brewster McGregor, have been neither absent 
nor tardy.” 

The winter school was taught by Mr. L. Gilbert Chase, of Dart- 
mouth College. The same circumstances that existed in the summer 
contributed in the winter to swell the amount of the’teacher’s labors. . 
But Mr. Chase did not seek to avoid toil and hardship in the school- 
room, if thereby he might add a single new idea to those already 
possessed by his intelligent pupils. We believe his efforts were 
well directed and amply rewarded, in giving to all abundant satis- 
faction. This, as we have previously said, is the most advanced 
school in town, and among the many excellent classes out on exam- 
ination, the first class in written arithmetic is without anything like © 
a rival in tofn. The readiness and accuracy with which the ex- 
amples were performed on the blackboard would be creditable to the 
members of any high school or academy. Asan evidence of their 
interest in the cause of education, a large number were present at 
the close of each term. 

John A, Atwood, Frank J. Boyce, John Dow, Willie Clerk, 
Charles H. Noyes, Clara J. Barker, Mary A. Barker and Abbie J. 
Noyes, were neither absent nor tardy, and Rhoda Ann Barker, Mary 
F. Boyce, Clara J. Barker, Francena McGregor, Georgianna Hill, 
Abbie J. Noyes, William Clark, John A. Atwood, Frank Boyce, 
John Dow and B. W. Sargent had not whispered during the term. 
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DISTRICT NO. NINE. 


During both summer and winter terms this school was under the 
care of Miss Helen M. Weeks, of Hooksett. The summer school was 
composed of a very limited number of small seholars ; consequently 
the most desirable indications of life and ambition were dubious. A 
teacher must be possessed of exceedingly buoyant spirits to make it 
deeply interesting to herself and create a high degree of enthusiasm 
on the part the pupils in a school of a dozen or fifteen where none are 
so advanced as to study English Grammar, and but one in written 
arithmetic. | 

The winter term was somewhat larger, more advanced, and showed 
more unmistakeable signs of life. Some of the recitations were 
good at the close of each term, and there was evidently very fair 
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improvement. The teacher seemed to have labored, and with much 
success, to keep an orderly, quiet, and well disciplined school. 
Daniel and Walter Wilkins, and George Wilson, were neither absent 
nor tardy during the winter term. 


DISTRICT NO. TEN. (Part of No. 3, Derry.) 


Both terms of this school were taught by Miss Orpah L. Clark. 
As usual, the scholars seem to have been remarkably regular in 
their attendance. Ellen H. Pond, Isaac McGregor and Henry Mc- 
Gregor in both terms, and Frank MoGregor and John H. Pond, 
during the summer term were neither absent nor tardy, 


DISTRICT NO. ELEVEN. 


Miss Mary J. Smith taught the summer school. The able manner 
in which the school was conducted was conclusive evidence that she 
possessed those qualities of mind which may render her a successful 
teacher. It is to be regretted that the attendance was not as good 
as might be desired on account of an epidemic disease then preva- 
lent in the district. At each visit of the committee they were con- 
vinced that not only “book learning,” but a practical knowledge of 
little things not found in text-books, had not been neglected. The 
examination of the school reflected much credit upon the pupils and 
their faithful instructress. None are reported as neither absent or 
tardy but Ella J. Watts, a little girl 3 years old, was not absent a 
day during the term of 12 weeks. 

The winter school was in charge of Mr. George W. Rogers of 
Manchester. The school closed after a session of about ten weeks, 
without any notice having been extended to the committee, conse 
quently there was no examination and no report of its progress can 
be made. Phineas W. Dickey and Winfield S. Dickey were nei- 
ther absent nor tardy. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


It will naturally be asked by the thinking portion of the commu- 
nity, what is the comparative condition of our schools, and what is 
needed to increase their usefulness? We reply that we believe our 
schools are not generally in a retrograde condition, notwithstanding 
the “fogyism” that would ridicule every possible improvement 
thought to be made in this day of progress in books, apparatus, and 
methods of instruction. They are certainly 7o less advanced in the 
arts and sciences than they were years ago. ‘There are those who tell 
us that our, schools are less efficient, or at least they are no better. 
at the present time when we raise for their benefit thirteen hundred 
dollars, than when we appropriated but five or six hundred. Hence 
what a deplorable waste of money! Butwe do not grant it. The 
man who makes these and kindred assertions, and adopts this method 
of reasoning, is not the man who has a personal knowledge of our 
schools—not the man who visited them in former years, or who 
visits them now. He is not the man who takes the deepest interest 
in the cause of education—not the first to contribute a few dollars 
in money or board to lengthen out, benefit or sustain the school. 
He is not the one who is foremost in making the acquaintance of 
the newgteacher, lending his sympathies to cheer, encourage and 
sustain him, a stranger among strangers. His shadow is never al- 
lowed to darken the doors of the school-room, except to vote against 
some paltry appropriation. When some improvement is proposed, 
and dollars are mentioned, he is poor, and when the newly employed 
master or mistress is pointed out to him he only looks upon him or 
her as some “newlight” whose only object is to filch money from his 
own and his neighbors pockets. He will not only growl like the dog 
in the manger, but he will repel others who would otherwise exer- 
cise a respectable share of liberality. 

Let us illustrate. We have had a school in town the pastwinter 
of 71 scholars, amongst whom there were 16 over 15 years of age, 
but none we believe over 21. rom that number we could select a 
class of respectable size, whose attainments in all the common 
branches would compare favorably with those of the average of our 
teachers. Will any one pretend to say that such might have been 
the case thirty years ago? Could there have been found a school 
in the year of our Lord 1830 within the town where forty per cent. 
of the scholars had made any pretensions, even, to the study -of 
English Grammar, and more than fifty per cent. made Geography a 
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regular and systematic study? a large minority of these able to 
sustain a somewhat thorough critical examination in either branch. 
We think the most arrant grumbler will not have the hardihood to 
answer in the affirmative. Now if this illustrates anything, it is the 
fact that our schools sustain a higher standing, possess greater intrin- 
sic worth, and accomplish muca more for the growth, expansion and 
development of the youthful mind than they did at that time; and 
that consequently the increased amount of money expended is not 
squandered for a useless purpose. But, on the other hand, it does not 
follow that our schools are yet patterns of excellence, or perfection, 
or that they are accomplishing what such an institution might reas- 
onably be expected todo. Hence the question arises, what is 
needed and what may be done to increase their usefulness? We 
honestly believe if each one who has the care of children in town 
would sincerely ask this question to themselves, and answer it con- 
scientiously, it would do much to bring about the desired object. 

After supposing each school-house in town to be just what it ought 
to be, well warmed, pleasantly situated, and comfortable in every 
respect, which is far from being the case, we greatly need a more 
regular attendance of those who are more directly to reap the bene- 
fits. This matter has been often spoken of, and may be considered 
somewhat stale, but the magnitude of the evil and the fact that it 
has not diminished in the least during the past year, but rather in- 
creased in some districts, seem to call for a renewed expression of 
warning on the part of the committee. We do not believe that pa- 
rents are at all aware of how much valuable time is lost to their 
children from this source. No person ean justly estimate it unless 
he examine our twenty registers. Here it will be seen that large 
aggregates of non-attendance and tardiness run up with fearful ra- 
pidity. The following table carefully arranged from the registers 
will assist parents in forming an opinion at a glance of the amount 
of loss sustained in consequence of the evil alluded to: 
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There were 497 pupils belonging to our schools, and 20 per cent 
of this number amounts to about 100, showing a loss of school bene- 
fits, though distributed among all our pupils, equivalent to the non- 
attendance of the same number for the year. This isa much larger 
percentage of loss than is due to sickness and all other proper 
causes combined. Take another view of the subject. The town 
appropriated thirteen hundred and six dollars for schools. If now 
we should throw away the same per cent. of hard earned money that 
we do of time, we shall find that we waste $261.20, or more than 
we expend for four of our smaller schools! Again, we need in sey- 
eral instances better teachers. True, we have found few who were 
wanting in good purposes, yet some failed in discipline, some in 
method and some in scholarship, while another class were largely 
deficient in the faculty of dispatching business with animation, and 
making everything exciting and interesting to the pupils. Give us, 
by all means, the instructor who furnishes lessons of moderate 
length and insists sternly that they be thoroughly understood before 
reciting, so that every question may be answered with life and 
vigor, giving room, perhaps, for a few practical ideas and sugges. 
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tions from the intelligent teacher. Then the hour of recitation will be 
one of joy and delight to the pupil, rather than one of forced repe- 
tition and dull formality. 

We are glad to say there has been a marked reform in the manner 
of recitation for a year or two past, in discarding the new-fangled, 
unfair and erroneous method of concert answering, and falling back 
on the good old way of testing each scholar’s individual capacity. 

One of our teachers remarks, ‘‘We have quite a number of visits 
to record, made by citizens and others, but we think a fault exists 
here, as elsewhere, of visiting the school only at the close of the 
term.’’ We consider this implied suggestion exceedingly pertinent 
and timely. While a record is made in the same school of forty 
visits, we believe not over five were made by citizens of the district 
until the examination at the close of the term. In other districts 
the visits were made wholly at the close. Tobe sure, it is a matter 
of much congratulation that parents are becoming interested to that 
degree, that they may be seen in the school room at all, and we 
would by all means encourage, if it be but a single visit, but we 
respectfully submit whether it would not be an encouragement to the 
school, and add greatly to their own and to their teacher’s satisfac- 
tion, to drop in at some time during the term, and then compare 
notes at the end. 

We would not omit to mention that three new setts of Fowle’s 
Outline Maps have been purchased the past season for the school 
rooms in districts No. 4, 8 and 11. Mauch credit is due to the re- 
spective teachers in those districts, Misses Hills, Griffin and Smith, 
for their kind and timely efforts, and to the scholars for their worthy 
contributions in procuring them. Will the six districts that are yet 
without them give the matter a serious thought. 

Your committee have thought proper to make a slight change in 
regard to text books, during the past winter. Webster’s Spelling 
Book has given place to Worcester’s, and Colton and Fitch’s series 
of Geographies have been introduced in place of Cornell’s Primary, 
and Mitchell's intermediate. We believe both have been universally 
acceptable, being used to the exclusion of all others, in nearly every 
school in town. 

It has been well said that the true secret of the rapid and thorough 
acquisition of all knowledge lay in learning one thing at a time. 
We wish it could be more fully understood and practiced in our 
schools. We have often regretted to notice the impatient and reck- 
less haste with which scholars have rushed from branch to branch, 
before becoming complete masters of anything as they went along. 
Such generally soar with great velocity until they alight somewhere in 
the region of the higher branches, so called, little dreaming that they 
can neither advance nor go backward with comfort or honor, and that 
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the position of some of those who are plodding along with slower but 
more certain steps, is far more enviable than theirs. And this dan- 
ger of adopting the skimming process is one reason why we beg 
leave to enter our protest against the wholesale introduction into 
our schools of those studies which are adapted only to the capacities 
of those who have really mastered the fundamental branches posis 
tively required by law, to be taught. The common school was never 
designed to take the place of the high school or the academy, and 
although there may be instances, where some of the higher branches 
may with propriety be allowed, yet if they are permitted to any 
great extent, the elementary branches must necessarily be neglected 
or crushed out, and our scholars left to grow up mere skeletons in 
intellect without life, or shadow without the substance. We know 
of but two remedies for such a state of things. One is the absolute 
exercise of authority on the part of the committee, the other, by 
far the most judicious, in our opinion, is the establishment of a 
public high school in town, to be kept in session one or two terms in 
the year, which would of course, draw off that portion of our scholars 
who should have previously become masters of the common branches, 
giving them greatly superior advantages over any which can possi- 
bly be afforded under the present arrangement, and at the same 
time clear our common schools of an evil which must continue to 
increase in proportion as they become more advanced. We will 
not enlarge further upon’ this important topic, but leave it to the 
judgment of those intelligent. citizens who are sufficiently inter- 
ested in the cause of education to make it a matter of thought and 
consideration. 


JOHN DICKEY, S. S. Commitiee 
ROBERT C. MACK, of 
W. J. CAMPBELL, | Londonderry. 


March, 1860. 
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WILLIAM H. FISK, 4 


Mookseller and Statoner, 


Again calls the attention ot the citizens of the town of 


LONDONDERRY, NW. Fi., 


To his establishment, known to all as 


FISK’S BOOKSTORE, 


No4, Methodist Church Block, 
. | MANCHESTER, N, Hi. 
Stree Snes —_—_- Ba a ne saree Rae Pe 


His atonk of 


oe 








Books, Stationery, Fancy Goods, 


| 
Paper Hangings, 
IORDEES, WiEVDOW SILADES, FIX TORRES, &G6.,; 


Was never so fompeieis as for the year 1860. 





Ov er Fifty Theuskid Rolls of 


AMERICAN, PRENGH, AND ENGLISH 


Paper Hangings, Borders, and Decorations. 


Nis WW SF Yi & 
For the trade of 1860-- also a splendid stock of gold and ornamen- 
tal cloth, and 


gres> BOOK-BINDING of' all tif done in the 
best manner. 
Blank Books on hand, and made to order. Square 


and Oval 
PICTURE FRAMES 


Of all kinds constantly on hand. 


